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Chili Cook-Off!!!

Saturday, 
January 20, 2024 

 (Snow date Sat, Jan 27, 2024) 
5:00 PM - 7:30 PM

At Copake Grange 
628 Empire Road, Copake, NY 

(right behind Clock Tower Pub & Grill)

Spice it up!  
And stay warm at our  

chili cook-off night.

Tastings, judges and prizes for best chili.   
Free entry. All chili for sale. Eat in, take-out.   

For more info or to enter your chili, go to 
www.copakegrange.org/events

Wert named the new 
director of the NCFL 
NORTH CHATHAM – The 
North Chatham Free Library 
(NCFL) Board of  Directors 
recently selected Shea Wert as 
its new library director.

Prior to joining NCFL, Ms. 
Wert was the User Services 
Librarian at the New York 
Botanical Garden’s Mertz 
Library and previously held 
library positions at Pennsylvania 
State University and Bard 
College. Ms. Wert earned a 
master’s degree in information 
and library sciences (MLIS) 
from Wayne State University in 
Michigan and a bachelor’s 
degree in English from the 
School of  Liberal Arts at Penn 
State University. 

Library Board President Kim 
Grethen sees an exciting future 
with Ms. Wert at the helm. “Our 
library has always been a warm 
and welcoming place, and Shea’s 
charming demeanor fits right in. 
At the same time, it’s wonderful 

to have a new perspective in the 
mix as we go forward, and Shea 
is an adept and creative thinker. 
We look forward to continuing 
the hamlet ambiance with new 
ideas mixed in.”

Having grown up in rural 
Pennsylvania, Ms. Wert sought 
out a position working in a 
similar setting and found it in 

Columbia County’s hamlet of  
North Chatham.

Ms. Wert observed, “The 
Mid-Hudson Valley and Capital 
Region are ripe with artists, 
land stewards and passionate 
community leaders - all poten-
tial members, collaborators and 
supporters.” 

“Considering this potential 
that encompasses Columbia 
County, I view the role of  librar-
ies as a vital part of  any com-
munity, one that carries immense 
responsibility and diligence,” 
Ms. Wert said. “Successful 
libraries, such as North 
Chatham, are those able to cul-
tivate and sustain meaningful 
relationships with the goal of  
growing services, programs, its 
collection and remain relevant 
to the world at large along the 
way. I look forward to this won-
derful opportunity to contribute 
to and continue the library’s 
extraordinary legacy.” 
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Shea Wert 

Zonta hosts annual gift 
giving shopping spree
HUDSON – On December 13, 
members of the Zonta Club of  
Upper Hudson Valley met staff  
from the Columbia Greene 
Domestic Violence program in 
Hudson to purchase 89 holiday 
gifts for women and children dis-
placed from their homes by 
domestic violence. The gifts, val-
ued at more than $2,500 were 
given to the residents served by the 
domestic violence program, which 
is administered by Community 
Action of Greene County.

For families displaced from 
their homes, uncertainty is cer-
tain, especially during the holi-
days. Unexpected and thoughtful 
gifts can be life changing. Gifts 
were carefully chosen for each 
individual recipient by staff  of  
the Columbia Greene Domestic 
Violence program as they are 
most familiar with each resident’s 
specific circumstances, likes and 
needs.

The gift giving is a part of  
Zonta’s annual initiative which 
has been stepping up to support 
and care for survivors of  domes-
tic violence since the club was 
formed in 1984. Fundraisers held 
throughout the year and generous 
donations allow Zonta to pur-

chase these holiday gifts and to 
support the Columbia Greene 
Domestic Violence program 
throughout the year.

Zonta International is a leading 
global organization of profession-
als empowering women and girls 
worldwide through service and 
advocacy. With nearly 27,000 
members belonging to 1,133 clubs 
in 62 countries, Zontians volunteer 
their time, talents and support to 
local and international service 
projects focusing on achieving 

gender equality and empowering 
women and girls. Zonta Clubs also 
sponsor Z Clubs for high school 
students to develop leadership 
skills, promote career exploration 
and encourage members to par-
ticipate in school, community and 
international service projects. 

The Zonta Club of  Upper 
Hudson Valley meets the second 
Tuesday of every month and wel-
comes new members. For more 
information contact Jill Potter at 
zontauhv@gmail.com.

Photo contributed
Pictured are Zontians Kathy Schreiner-Smith (far l) and 
Irene Waldorf (far r). In the center (l to r) are the staff of the 
Columbia and Greene Domestic Violence program 
Stephanie, Donatella and Victoria, after completing Zonta’s 
annual holiday shopping spree for the program’s residents. 
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Opera singer makes  
house call 
Alfred Walker (l), a Grammy award winning opera sing-
er, visited Carol Nunn (r) at the Ghent Assisted Living 
Home, at 30 Whittier Way, on January 5. According to a 
press release, Ms. Nunn, an avid opera fan, said, “This 
is the best Christmas present ever.”

The Ackerman Foundation 
awards $50K in new grants
CLAVERACK — The 
Ackerman Foundation has 
reached new thresholds in its 
third year of  providing grants to 
Columbia County non-profits 
for community improvement 
activities.

For the first time, awards 
reached the $50,000 level with a 
new high of  29 organizations 
supported, 10 of  them first-time 
applicants. The grant total nearly 
outstrips the award totals from 
the foundation’s first two years 
of  operation combined.

“As a relative newcomer to 
the local non-profit scene, we are 
thrilled to have our impact 
increasing at such a rapid rate,” 
said Foundation President Claire 
Ackerman in a press release. 
“The 29 organizations we have 
funded this year are delivering a 
wide spectrum of  valuable ser-
vices to recipients throughout 
Columbia County.”

“The foundation expects to 
continue offering support in the 
future to community organiza-
tions delivering programs with 
immediate impact, and support-
ed by a strong corps of  volun-
teers,” she said.

Organizations receiving funds 
this year are:

Ancram Center for the Arts, 
for the Writing on Your Feet: 
Storytelling program at Taconic 
Hills Elementary School; 
AnimalKind, supporting veteri-
nary assistance for low-income 
pet owners; Beautiful Racket, for 
their 2024 summer music festi-
val; Chatham Area Recreation 
Project, for a July performance 
of  Shakespeare at Crellin Park; 
Claverack Free Library, to 
enhance facilities and offerings 
to younger children and their 
families; Columbia Children’s 
Center, to replace multi-child 
infant strollers; Columbia 

County Libraries Association, to 
support the museum pass pro-
gram available through local 
libraries; Columbia County 
Recovery Kitchen, to support 
and extend its food preparation 
and delivery program; Columbia-
Greene Habitat for Humanity, to 
help enlarge the Columbia 
County pipeline of  qualified 
applicants for its home owner-
ship program; Columbia 
Pathways to Recovery, to 
increase prevention work with 
youth; Congregation Anshe 
Emeth, for Food Pantry Birthday 
Bags; CREATE Council on the 
Arts, to support professional 
development and public talks; 
Discap/Old Kinderhook Disc 
Golf, to aid in the creation of  a 
disc golf  course at Volunteer 
Park; FASNY Museum of  
Firefighting, in support of  Super 
Saturday Fire Safety Programs; 
Friends of  Copake Grange 
#935, for theater and musical 
programming aimed at strength-
ening the local community; 
Friends of  Hudson Youth, to 
expand their Bike Co-op pro-
gram; Friends of  the Chatham 
Public Library; for a summer 
reading program for students; 
High & Mighty Therapeutic 
Riding and Driving Center, to 
support equine-assisted services 
enhancing physical, emotional, 
and spiritual wellbeing; Hudson 
Area Association Library, to 
strengthen bilingual services and 
resources; Hudson Opera House 
(Hudson Hall), contributing to 
their Community Arts Program 
for Youth; Long Table Harvest, 
in support of  their gleaning 
operations; Lucky Rehabilitation 
Center, in support of  their new 
aviary construction and building 
renovation; Mental Health 
Awareness and Creative Arts 
Gallery, in support of  a new 

iteration of  the Collage Creation 
program showcasing art/cre-
ative work by those diagnosed 
with serious mental health issues; 
Perfect Ten After School, for 
their RESET program of  tutor-
ing and mentoring teenage girls; 
PS21, for their artistic and com-
munity engagement residency of  
Cirque Kikasse;  Roeliff  Jansen 
Community Library, for their 
Healthy Aging Program; Roving 
Actors’ Repertory Ensemble 
(The Two of  Us Productions), 
to support affordable live theat-
rical productions in eastern 
Columbia County; The Second 
Show, supporting the thrift 
store’s Community Clothing 
Voucher Program; Upper 
Hudson Planned Parenthood, in 
support of  the Menopause Care 
Program at the Hudson Health 
Center.

All Ackerman Foundation 
grant recipients agree to provide 
evaluation reports assessing the 
effectiveness of  the program 
activities funded.

The next round of  Ackerman 
Foundation grants will be award-
ed in spring of  2025. An 
announcement will be made 
when those applications open.

The Foundation was estab-
lished by David M. Ackerman in 
late 2021, prior to his unexpect-
ed passing in January 2022. Mr. 
Ackerman was well-known as a 
businessman and quiet philan-
thropist in a career stretching 
over 50 years in Hudson and 
Columbia County.

The foundation board is 
comprised of  Claire Ackerman, 
president; Terry Ackerman, vice 
president; Kathy Phillips, secre-
tary; Matt Mackerer, treasurer; 
Tony Jones, director at large; and 
Sam Hodge, director at large.

For more information, visit 
theackermanfoundation.org.

Chatham Panthers' Sitzer, Hanson 
sign national letters of intent     
Chatham High School seniors Lennie Sitzer  (l) and 
Kamryn Hanson have signed their National Letters of 
Intent to play sports at the college level. Lennie, a wide 
receiver, has committed to play football for SUNY 
Morrisville, while Kamryn, a midfielder, has committed to 
play soccer for Nazareth University in Rochester. CHS 
celebrated them for bringing their athletic and academic 
pursuits to the next level with a letter signing ceremony 
held at the school in their honor on June 11.
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National guard soldier 
receives new rank, 
new responsibilities
LATHAM — Major General 
Ray Shields, the adjutant gen-
eral for the state of  New York, 
announces the recent promo-
tion of  members of  the New 
York Army National Guard in 
recognition of  their capability 
for additional responsibility 
and leadership.

Rachel Handley, East 
Chatham, assigned to the 
1427th Transportation 
Company, received a promo-
tion May 22 to the rank of  
specialist.

Army National Guard pro-
motions are based on a sol-
dier's overall performance, 
demonstrated leadership abili-
ties, professionalism and future 
development potential.

These promotions recog-
nize the best qualified soldiers 
for a career in the New York 
Army National Guard.

For more information about 
the New York Army National 
Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov 
or www.1800goguard.com
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Valatie permits new housing where empty factory collapsed
By EMILIA TEASDALE

VALATIE—The Planning Board 
received two rounds of  applause 
from residents attending the 
meeting on July 2 when the board 
approved a subdivision for St. 
Luke’s Church parsonage on St. 
Luke’s Drive and a project pro-
posed for the mill building, for-
mally the home of  Energy Onyx, 
on River Street.

The former Gimp Mill on 
River Street in the village has been 
abandoned for a decade and in 
the summer of  2022 part of  the 
building collapsed. The mill build-
ing was owned by the village’s 
now defunct Local Development 
Corporation (LDC) and was used 
by the Energy Onyx company 
before the company closed. The 
state requested information from 
the LDC before the village could 
take ownership of  the building to 
sell it. The building was on market 
before the courts finalized the vil-
lage’s ownership. When it went up 
for sale in 2020, it had several 
interested parties and bids, includ-
ing the Valatie Rescue Squad, but 
the ownership issue put off  any 
final sale. After years in the court 
the village finally was able to take 
ownership of  the mill earlier this 
year.

Then NY RealVest 
Acquisitions and Development 
owner Kerry Deanenberg came 
along with plans to put 29 apart-
ments in the building for 55 and 
older tenants. According to Mr. 
Deanenberg, he has rehabilitated 
buildings in Brooklyn and Troy.

Developer Kenan David 

Gunduz said at the Planning 
Board meeting in July that NY 
RealVest plans to keep the build-
ing at the same footprint and 
same height as it is now, while 
trying to salvage as much of  the 
original mill building as possible. 
They conducted a traffic study as 
part of  the proposal, which 
showed no significant impact to 
the street, and sent the plans to 
the county Planning Board who 
recommended the village 
Planning Board approve the proj-
ect.

There will be onsite parking. 
The parking lot across the street 
from the building, which origi-
nally was listed with the building 
when it was for sale, will remain a 
village parking lot.

Mr. Gunduz said they will start 
with stabilizing the current build-
ing. “Once we start, we want to 
finish as soon as possible,” he said 
of  construction.

The company was waiting for 

Planning Board approval before 
buying the building, Village 
Attorney Rob Fitzsimmons said. 
Mayor Frank Bevens confirmed 
at a Village Board meeting on July 
9 that it’s in “Rob’s hands now” to 
finalize the contract for the sale 
of  the building for $250,000.

“The neighborhood is happy 
to see it,” said Craig Hancock, a 
River Street resident, at the July 2 
meeting. There were some con-
cerns about traffic, especially with 
the Valatie Medical Arts Building 
at the top of  the street and people 
turning off  of  Route 9.

Resident Diane Barber said 
she was in support of  the project 
and senior housing but said, 
“Don’t forget about the other 
people,” when looking at housing.

The apartments average size 
will be about 850 to 900 sq. ft. 
with one bedroom, one bath-
room and a kitchen. Mr. Gunduz 
did say that the apartments would 
have “plenty of  common space.”

In an email to The Columbia 
Paper, Mr. Gunduz wrote “We 
would like to announce that a 
website is under construction for 
the River Street Mill Apartments, 
and it should be live within about 
a month.” He wrote that visitors 
to the website will find informa-
tion about the project, including 
narratives and site plan; render-
ings to get a sense of  what the 
building will look like from the 
outside when completed; and 
renderings and an interactive tour 
of  a typical unit so people can get 
a sense of  what the interiors of  
the apartments will look like. 

“Folks who like what they see 
and are interested in reserving an 
apartment will be able to do so on 
a first come, first serve basis by 
leaving a $500 deposit,” he wrote. 

As for the St. Luke’s Church 
building, just up the road from 

the mill, Larry Eleby, represent-
ing the church, told the Planning 
Board that the church hasn’t 
“had a pastor living in there for 
years,” and that though many of  
the church’s programs are very 
popular, they need funds to help 
with the upkeep of  their church 
building. Selling the house “will 
help us with that,” he said.

The board granted a bifurca-
tion of  the land the building is on 
from the church, about 1.6 acres 
so that the building can be sold. 
The house is on St. Luke’s Drive, 
next to the church and along the 
Albany-Hudson Electric Trail, a 
state walking and biking trail.

For more information on the 
village Planning Board meetings 
go to www.valatievillage.com

To contact reporter Emilia 
Teasdale email eteasdale@columbia-
paper.com

Company works with people to help resolve conflicts 
By JEANETTE WOLFBERG

CATSKILL — Common 
Ground Dispute Resolution, 
Inc. helps people in adversarial 
situations come to solutions. It 
serves Columbia and Greene 
counties and has its main 
office in Catskill. It mediates 
civil cases out of  court (with 
and without a judge's referral), 
runs workshops, coaches edu-
cational programs like restor-
ative justice, helps with deci-
sion making for older family 
members, partners in school-
to-workforce pipeline efforts, 
and raises funds to support its 
work.   

“Conflict is part of  every-
body's life. It will not go away,” 
said Common Ground's 
Executive Director Dawn 
Wallant in a conversation June 
17. “People are not always the 
best conflict resolvers. They 
need skills to deal with it, to 
re-establish control of  their 
lives.” And Common Ground 
provides skilled mediators to 
help them. Its mission, says its 
literature, is to help “find a 
path from conflict to mutual 
understanding. By working to 
remove barriers to communi-
cation, you are given voice and 

empowered to reach a com-
mon ground.”

Common Ground is a 
Community Dispute Resolution 
Center under the New York 
State Office of  Alternative 
Dispute Resolution (ADR), 
under the state court system. 
Cases involving actual or 
alleged child or spouse abuse 
stay in court, Ms. Wallant said. 
But in certain other civil cases, 
judges recommend the parties 
use out-of-court mediation. 
Sometimes the judge orders 
them at least to speak to media-
tion staff. If  all parties agree, 
the case moves to mediation. 

In conventional court pro-
ceedings, typically each side 
tries to get as much as it can, 
and one side can end up “los-
ing.” In mediation, the media-
tor is neutral and tries to get a 
solution that both parties will 
accept. Mediation is confiden-
tial. In court, a judge gives the 
contenders only 15 minutes, 
but mediators give them time 
“to sit down and work out an 
agreement,” Ms. Wallant said. 
Furthermore, in court, each 
side brings its lawyer. In media-
tion, most people participate 
without lawyers present, Ms. 
Wallant said. However, she 

added, when mediation reaches 
a final agreement, lawyers and 
the judge must approve it, in 
order for it to become binding.

All mediators must be certi-
fied under New York State 
guidelines. And Common 
Ground is one organization 
that does the certifying. Ms. 
Wallant herself  is a certified 
mediator. Common Ground 
regularly attends Small Claims 
Court and Family Court to see 
what cases it can get, she 
reported.

Common Ground has a 
staff  of  12-15 active mediators, 
Ms. Wallant continued. All 
mediators “are volunteer.” 
Most mediation is now by 
video.  

About 80% of  Common 
Ground's cases involve custody 
dispute, Ms. Wallant reported.  
But it also mediates problems 
concerning neighbors, housing, 
cars, workplaces, schools, agri-
culture, and miscellaneous 
small claims, according to its 
literature. Referrals from judg-
es and lawyers are common but 
not necessary, according to 
Common Ground's literature.

A couple months after 
reaching an accepted agree-
ment, Common Ground fol-

lows up with its clients if  it can, 
to see how they are following 
the agreement, Ms. Wallant 
said. Sometimes the parties are 
no longer reachable. On the 
other hand, some people 
request further mediation. 
Some ask for advice on things 
such as vacation plans. Some 
people maintain contact with 
Common Ground for years.

One of  Common Ground's 
programs in addition to media-
tion is for Parenting Apart. 
That program's purpose is “to 
protect children from parental 
dispute,” while “keeping chil-
dren in both parents' lives,” 
even when the parents are not 
together, Ms. Wallant said. 

Common Ground's school 
programs, tailored for grade 
level, include peer mediation, 
conflict resolution,  anti-bully-
ing training, and restorative jus-
tice circles. Restorative Justice 
is not punitive, explained Ms. 
Wallant.  A person who does 
harm “must take responsibility 
for their actions” but “there is 
a way to restore from harm.” 
For these programs, Common 
Ground has partnered with the 
Hudson City School District 
and the Germantown Central 
School District. 

Common Ground also works 
with Berkshire Taconic and 
Operation Unite to replace the 
“school to prison pipeline” with 
the “good school-to-workforce 
pipeline.” With this, it partners 
with Perfect 10, which helps ado-
lescent girls succeed.

The NY State Dispute 
Resolution Program started in 
1983. Common Ground start-
ed as part of  Columbia 
Opportunities and later spun 
off, getting incorporated in 
1989.  

Ms. Wallant said she has a 
BA from Connecticut State 
University and prior to coming 
to New York was a paralegal.  

She has been with Common 
Ground since 2001 and was 
vice president of  the board of  
the NY Dispute Resolution 
Association, from which she 
retired in 2022. 

Common Ground gets 
funds from contracts with the 
State Court System and the 
Columbia County Youth 
Bureau, and grants from foun-
dations like Berkshire-Taconic, 
but donations are also impor-
tant. It is holding a fundraising 
barn dance on October 5.

To reach Common Ground 
for services call 518 943-0523.
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The plans for the new apartment complex in the mill. 

Emilia Teasdale
The former mill on River Street in Valatie when the side col-
lapsed in the summer of 2022. 
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